
10th Grade Pre-AP Summer Reading Project: Of Mice and Men 

For this year’s 10th grade English 2 Pre-AP summer reading project, you will need to acquire a copy of 

Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck and complete the two below assignments. The book can also be accessed 

using this link: http://nisbah.com/summer_reading/ff_mice_and_men_steinbeck.pdf 

This short novel will serve as a “jumping off point” as we begin the school year. Both the dialectical 

notes and essay will be used as samples so that the 10th grade teachers can assess student writing and 

knowledge, to determine which aspects of the English curriculum we need to focus on for the year. These two 

assignments will be collected during the first week of school. Please contact one of the 10th grade English 

teachers with the emails below if you have any questions: 

● Amber Gindlesberger: Amber.Gindlesberger@OCPS.Net 

● Dawn Christian: Dawn.Christian@OCPS.Net 

● Anise McClellan: Anise.McClellan@OCPS.Net 

 

1. Dialectical Notes Journal: Simply put, a dialectical journal is merely a double entry journal. The purpose of 

such a journal is to identify significant pieces of text and explain their significance. It should be used to think 

about, digest, summarize, question, clarify, critique, and remember what is read. In effect, you will be holding 

a discussion with yourself on key points through asking questions and reacting to particular quotes that drew 

your attention. These should be handwritten. They will be checked for plagiarism. 

 

1. AS YOU READ THE NOVEL, RECORD QUOTES IN THE LEFT-HAND COLUMN OF YOUR PAGE. RECORD 

THE PAGE NUMBER(S) FOR EACH QUOTE. (FIVE QUOTES FOR EACH OF THE SIX SECTIONS - 30 TOTAL 

FOR THE BOOK). QUOTES CAN BE 1-3 SENTENCES LONG AND DO NOT HAVE TO BE DIALOGUE. 

2. AS SOON AS YOU TAKE A NOTE, MOVE TO THE RIGHT-HAND COLUMN AND WRITE FREELY WHAT 

YOUR MIND SAYS ABOUT THAT QUOTE (RESPONSE, QUESTION, ANALYSIS, ETC - YOU WILL ALSO 

HAVE THIRTY RESPONSES FOR THIS SIDE) 

 

*TAKE A NOTE; WRITE A NOTE. CONTINUE AS YOU READ.  

 

 

 

 

http://nisbah.com/summer_reading/ff_mice_and_men_steinbeck.pdf


The types of entries may include genuine questions or reactions to plot, characterization, relationships, 

or setting. You may also include personal reflections on the text or connections that you have been able to 

make between what is happening in the work and your own experiences. Furthermore, you may want to 

comment on the literary qualities of the work, including the use of figurative language, plot development, 

characterization, symbols, setting, or theme. Finally, you may wish to interpret what the author is trying to say 

in a particular passage.  

 

Sample:  

Quote (page #)  Commentary  

“That was a long time ago, but it’s wrong what they 

say about the past, I’ve learned, about how you can 

bury it. Because the past claws its way out,” 

(Hosseini 42).  

This is an example of foreshadowing and shows that 

Amir will be facing his past in some way. It sounds 

like his past is negative. This is also a personification 

of the past to say that it has claws. 

“Put the line from the text in quotes,” (Author #).  Your comment should be your reaction, question, 

challenge to the thought, or advance the thought of 

the author. It should not repeat or just restate what 

the author said.  

 

 

2. Short Essay: Write a 500 word essay in which you show how John Steinbeck explores the complex 

relationship between George and Lennie. You should write about: What keeps them together, the difficulties 

they each have, how they are different from other people on the farm, and how they change and develop. Be 

sure to appropriately paragraph your essay, provide a sufficient introduction and conclusion, provide details 

from the text for support, and provide a logical progression of ideas throughout your essay. You must TYPE 

your response and save a digital copy to be submitted for plagiarism. We recommend the use of google docs, 

but Microsoft Word file formats are acceptable as well. Your teachers will instruct you how to submit the 

essay digitally once school has begun and you have been added to a Canvas course. 


